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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

AT RI CHMOND, SEPTEMBER 5, 2001

COWONVEALTH OF VIRG NI A, ex rel .

OLlI VER D. RUDY, TRUSTEE OF
THE FI NE CREEK LAND TRUST

and CASE NO. PUE010473

THE REED S LANDI NG CORPORATI ON,
COVPLAI NANTS

V.

SOUTHSI DE ELECTRI C COOPERATI VE,
DEFENDANTS.

To seek sanctions for alleged

Abuse of authority granted under

§ 56-49 of the Code of Virginia

ORDER REQUESTI NG RESPONSE

On August 24, 2001, diver D. Rudy, Trustee of the Fine
Creek Land Trust, and the Reed s Landi ng Corporation
(“Petitioners”) filed a Petition with the State Corporation
Commi ssion (“Comm ssion”) requesting that the Comm ssion,
pursuant to 8 56-35 of the Code of Virginia (“Code”), find that
Sout hside El ectric Cooperative (“Southside” or the
“Cooperative”) has abused the powers granted to it pursuant to

§ 56-49 of the Code.


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

In support of its Petition, the Petitioners state that
Sout hside is a public service corporation chartered pursuant to
the Code. The Petitioners further state that, pursuant to 8§ 56-
35 of the Code, the Conm ssion is charged wi th supervising,
regul ating, and controlling all public service conpani es doing
busi ness in the Conmonwealth in matters relating to the
performance of their public duties and correcting any abuses
therein. The Petitioners allege that Southside obtained an
easenent fromthe Petitioners, under 8 56-49 of the Code, and
that Southside failed to pay the amount that Southside had
agreed to pay the Petitioners and that the Petitioners are
aggrieved thereby. The Petition further contends that the
Cooperative nmade m srepresentations during the acquisition of
the easenent it sought fromthe Petitioners, and that the
nmet hods used by Sout hsi de anmobunted to the confiscation of
approxi mately seven (7) acres of the Petitioners’ property.?

The Petition requests that the Conmm ssion take such action
as it deens necessary, proper, and sufficient to ensure that, in
the future, Southside does not subject |andowners, whose
properties are subject to 8 56-49 of the Code, to the “expense,
aggravation and humliation of dealing with m sl eading, and

i nappropriate actions by the [ Cooperative].”

1 The Petition also represents certain additional facts as alleged by the
Petitioners. A copy of the Petition was served on the Cooperative s counsel.



NOW UPON CONSI DERATI ON of the Petition, the Commi ssion is
of the opinion and finds that this matter shoul d be docket ed;

t hat Sout hsi de should file an Answer or other pleadings
responsive to the Petition; and that a Hearing Exam ner shoul d
be appointed to this matter.

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) This matter is hereby docketed and assigned Case No.
PUE010473.

(2) As provided by 8§ 12.1-31 of the Code and 5 VAC 5-20-
120 A of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure
(“Practice and Procedure Rules”), a Hearing Exam ner is
appoi nted to conduct further proceedings on behalf of the
Conmi ssi on.

(3) On or before Cctober 1, 2001, the Cooperative shal
file wth Joel H Peck, COerk of the Comm ssion, c/o Docunent
Control Center, State Corporation Conm ssion, P.O Box 2118,

Ri chnond, Virginia 23218, an original and fifteen (15) copies of
its Answer or other pleadings responsive to the Petition.

(4) On or before Novenber 12, 2001, the Petitioners and
the Cooperative shall file with the Oerk of the Conm ssion, at
t he address set forth in Ordering Paragraph (3) above, a joint
stipulation of the facts and i ssues upon which they both agree,

and shall in the sane docunent also identify the facts and



i ssues upon which they do not agree. A copy of the stipulation
shal | sinultaneously be served on counsel for Staff.

(5) The Petitioners and Cooperative shall respond to
witten interrogatories within ten (10) busi ness days after the
recei pt of the sane. Except as so nodified, discovery shall be
in accordance with Part IV of the Practice and Procedure Rul es.

(6) This matter is continued generally.



